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1628 England. In earlier days the knights of the shire had been usually men of distinction, but the borough members had been nonentities ; but with the Tudors the prestige of the House had grown, and now the ordinary borough member was also armigcr and generosun. The standard of debate had risen, and scriveners found a ready demand for copies of speeches. Long-descended squires sat on the benches beside noted lawyers from the inns of court, blackletter scholars, and city merchants whose names were known over half the world. When he looked round him he saw Sir Edward Coke bent with the burden of eighty years ; Glanvill and Maynard and Demil Holies; young Ralph Hopton fresh from the German wars ; the mocking gaze of Selden ; his cousin John Hampdcn with his long thoughtful face, thin lips, and bright melancholy eyes ; Pym, burly and shaggy and vigilant as a watchdog ; and the dark saturnine brows of Wentworth. Not often has destiny brought under one roof at one time so many of her children.

Oliver played but a small part in that parliament, so its tale may be briefly told. In its first session the Commons embodied their grievancies in the famous Petition of Right,1 which after a struggle passed both Houses and was accepted by the king. This second Magna Charta laid down that henceforth no man should he compelled to pay monies to the State without consent of parliament, that the commissions for executing martial law should be cancelled, and that an end should be put to the billeting of soldiers and sailors. It dealt only with immediate grievances, and did not touch the deeper questions at issue. Wentworth would have had it in the form of a bill which would have become statute law in the ordinary way, but, though supported by Pym, he was overruled by the lawyers, with the result that all that was won was a declaratory statement of the existing law assented to by the king in a highly ambiguous form. The House went on to remonstrances about popery and Arminianism, till it was prorogued on June 26th. In August Buckingham died under Felton's dagger at

1 The text is in Gardiner, Const. Docs,, GC-70,